                                                 Secretary’s Report 2015-16
I welcome you to the AGM. In this report I present overview of yearly activities. The details are as follows:
Tournaments

Following tournaments were held under the auspices of Bridge Association (U.P.) –

1. 45th UP State Championship at Meerut 2015
2. Sir Padmapat Singhania Memorial Bridge Tournament at Kanpur 2016
3. Seth Sriniwas Lohia Memorial Bridge Tournament at Kanpur 2016
4. Alexander Club Invitational Bridge Tournament at Meerut 2016
DN Rastogi memorial tournament couldn’t take place this year.
Recognition from UP Government
This year we have applied to UP Government for recognizing Bridge as a sport in our state. Our papers are complete and we are awaiting the response from Sports Directorate.

Trophies

a. The flagship Duplicate event has had a new sponsor for past one year. Sri Ajay Garg has come forward kindly to institute the duplicate trophy in the name of his father Late Rajendra Kumar Gargya with sponsorship amount of Rs 50000 per year for five years. 
b. The trophy  instituted by Sri Arvind Prasad in memory of his father Late Sri Madhava Prasad since last year has been given to Silver winners with a sponsorship amount of Rs 10000 per year. 
c. We have got a new sponsor for Pairs trophy. Sri JK Lohia has come forward to institute the trophy in his name to be given to best UP pair on a lifetime basis with an initial sponsorship amount of Rs 25000 per year. This trophy would remain till the time UP State Championship exists.

d. VK Chaube Trophy  instituted by Chaube family goes to highest masterpoint grosser in a calendar year. The winner gets the trophy and Rs 5000/-. The runners up and third position holders get Rs 3000/- and Rs 2000/-. The 2015 winner is Sri Pradeep Singh. The second place goes to Kr Vijayanand Singh and the  third place has been grabbed by Sri AK Sinha. 
Playing Achievements
Our players take part in most of the major tournaments in North India.  The best performance of the year (AGM to AGM) came from Sri RA Siddiqui who won Silver event in the prestigious HCL tournament 2015. This was equally matched by Sri AK Sinha winning pairs event at Delhi Gymkhana 2016 and finishing runners up in duplicate event of RR Gupta tournament 2016. Winners also included Sri RM Gupta who won the Pairs event and Sri CP Agarwal & Sri Pullak Garga who won the Silver event  at Nainital 2015, also in the all India tournament at Lucknow  2016 Sri Ajay Vaish & Sri Deepak Kothiwal won the Duplicate event playing for Rohit Wrappers where Kr Vijayanand Singh & Sri Pradeep Singh won Silver event. Sri AK Sinha & Sri BN Rastogi, Sri Indresh Agarwal, Sri Pradeep Singh, Kr Vijayanand Singh & Sri Pankaj Mehta are the current state champion in Duplicate event and had also qualified for QF in the Inter State Championship representing UP. Kr Vijayanand Singh & Sri Pradeep Singh are current state pairs champion. Sri RS Misra’s team is current Silver champion where Rajjan, Allahabad are runners up and a local Meerut team  third. NCL, Singrauli also did well to reach SF in the Duplicate event in  state championship at Meerut 2015. Sri Shantanu Rastogi & Sri TP Khare finished second amongst UP pairs in State Championship at Meerut and got a chance to represent UP at Rama Jain 2016 where they finished 9th and got a prize. Sri Arun Srivastava did well at Jubilee Hills tournament 2015. Sri Indresh Agarwal, Sri CP Agarwal, Sri Ajay Garg, Sri Amar Bose & Sri Shantanu Rastogi Sri Arun Srivastava qualified for round of 16 in HCL Silver. Sri Mukul Gupta & Sri SA Abbasi qualified for super league at Nainital tournament 2015 where Kr Vijayanand Singh & Sri Pradeep Singh finished fifth and Sri Om Hari Agarwal , Sri Ajay Agarwal & Sri Virendra Jhunjhunwala sixth. In the all India tournament at Lucknow  Sri Bal Agarwal, Sri Pintoo Bose, Sri Amar Bose, Sri Anisul Haq, Sri Deepak Chatterjee for Rajjan’s  team finished third. In silver event Sri Virendra Singh, Sri Anil Bansal ,Sri SK Garg, Sri Pravin Agarwal, Sri GN Mehrotra & Dr DC Gupta finished runners up. Sri GN Mehrotra & Dr DC Gupta also got second prize in pairs where Sri TP Khare & Sri SQ Wajahat finished 3rd and Sri SH Zaheer & Sri SA Abbasi finished 4th. Sri BN Batra, Sri HS Dua & Sri RS Misra reached PQF in Holkar 2016. Sri Vipin Rai and Wg Cdr GK Johri finished 3rd in pairs event at Lohia tournament 2016 whrere Sri VK Tiwari & Deepak Srivastava finished fifth in Silver and Sri Mukul Goel, Sri RA Siddiqui, Sri SQ Wajahat & Sri RP Narain finished sixth. Sri Pankaj Mehta reached KO2 stage of Bhartia 2016 . Sri AK Sinha finished runners up and Sri RS Misra, Sri BG Verma, Sri BN Agarwal, Sri RK Shukla, Sri Vipin Rai & Sri Pravin Agarwal finished 5th in team event at Solan 2016. Kr Vijayanand Singh & Pradeep Singh won the event where Sri Virendra Singh, Dr Abrar Ahmed, Sri Shantanu Rastogi & Sri TP Khare finished runners up in the team event at Alexander Club Open, Meerut 2016 where a local  Meerut team reached Super league and in pairs Sri SP Sharma & Sri AP Singh finished fourth. Kr Vijayanand Singh & Pradeep Singh finished third in the Swiss Teams at Summer Nationals 2016. Sri Mukul Gupta, Sri SA Abbasi, Sri TP Khare, Sri Shantanu Rastogi, Sri Virendra Singh & Sri Anil Bansal finished fifth playing for Mukul Gupta’s team at Corbett Park 2016. Congratulations to all.
Finances

The association’s finances are adequate. We have two  FDs which would mature in 2016 with amount close to Rs 300000/-.The increase in sponsorship amount from Trophies enables us to carry out various activities. In 2015 despite not holding separate selection trials for Inter State Championship we spent more than Rs 26000/-  towards entry fee and expenses of the team/pairs representing UP in Inter State Championship at Nagpur. We plan to increase this amount in 2016.
Before I end I would like to  thank Kr Vijayanand Singh , our President, for his support & guidance. I also am grateful for the cooperation I receive from UP players to smoothly run the affairs of association.
Shantanu Rastogi 
Hony Secretary
